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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This action is responsive to communications: RCE amendment filed 9/27/2004. 

2. Claims 1-3, 6, 9, and 12-20 are pending in the case. Claims 1, 6, 9, and 20 are 
independent claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-3, 6, 9, and 12-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Saunders, US 5,946,499 filed 5/10/1996. 

Regarding independent claim 1, Saunders teaches an application program owning a 
document in fig. 1. Saunders teaches a plurality of input device handlers, each handler having a 
corresponding input device and capable of entering text into the document in fig. 1 and col. 1 
line 66 - col. 2 Une 5. Saunders teaches each handler also having a method callable by the 
application program to request at least one of: that the handler return correction content for 
display by the application program itself for text specified by the application program that was 
entered into the document by the handler, and that the handler display a correction interface 
thereof for correction of the text specified by the application program that was entered into the 
document by the handler in fig. 4, fig. 5, and col. 6 line 1 1 - col. 7 line 32. 
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Saunders teaches in fig. 4, fig. 5, and col. 6 line 1 1 - col. 7 line 32 a reservation system 
which defines a ranged portion of text and reserves the portion of text to a particular input device 
handler via a reservation identifier taught in col. 6 lines 55-67. The reservation identifier taught 
by Saunders in col. 6 line 55-67 is an attached property to each identified contiguous range of 
text identifying the single handler for the contiguous range of text. Saunders teaches a correction 
interface callable by the application program after initial entry of the specified text portion into 
the document, to determine a responsible handler for the specified text portion in the document 
in fig. 4, fig. 5, and col. 6 line 1 1 - col. 7 line 32. Saunders teaches w^herein the correction 
interface determines the responsible handler based on the attached identifier property, and calls 
the responsible handler for correction in fig. 5, and col. 7 lines 1-17. 

Saunders does not teach that a range of text is necessarily reserved only for the input 
device handler which originally enters a specified portion of text into the document. In 
Saunders, the range of text can be released so that access is available to other text input device 
handlers if the attached property identifier has a zero value as is taught by Saunders in col. 6 
lines 55-67. Saunders does not teach that the identifier is necessarily permanently associated 
with a range of text and therefore does not specifically teach a tracking mechanism to track 
initial entry of each specified portion of text by maintaining an association between each handler 
and the specified portion of text it enters into the document. Saunders does not teach that the 
ranged portion of text is necessarily released by the associated text input device handler when the 
text input device is finished inputting new or updated text. Therefore, as long as the identifier 
property of Saunders for each range of text was maintained as a non-zero value, the identifier 
would have maintained a permanent association between the text input device handler and each 
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ranged portion of text to have tracked the initial entry of each specified portion of text. It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have 
modified Saunders to have created the claimed invention. It would have been obvious and 
desirable to have maintained the association between each handler and the text it enters into the 
document so that the correction of the text would have maintained a continuity of being 
corrected by the same handler that entered the text. This would have facilitated access to the 
associated portion of text as is taught by the reservation system of Saunders in fig. 5 and col. 6 
line 39 -col., 7 line 17. 

Regarding dependent claim 2, Saunders teaches an application program which calls the 
method of an input device to request at least that the responsible handler return the correction 
content such that the application program manages correction of the specified text itself in fig. 5, 
col. 2 lines 16-51, and col. 7 lines 1-17. 

Regarding dependent claim 3, Saunders teaches an application program which calls the 
•method of the responsible handler to request at least that the handler display a correction 
interface thereof such that the handler manages correction of the specified text itself in fig. 5, col. 
2 lines 16-51, and col. 7 lines 1-17. 

Regarding independent claim 6, Saunders teaches in fig, 4, fig. 5, and col. 6 line 1 1 - 
col. 7 line 32 a reservation system which defines a ranged portion of text and reserves the portion 
of text to a particular input device handler via a reservation identifier taught in col. 6 lines 55-67. 
The reservation idenfifier taught by Saunders in col. 6 line 55-67 is an attached property to each 
identified contiguous range of text identifying the single handler for the contiguous range of text. 
Saunders teaches a correction interface callable by the application program after initial text entry 
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to determine a responsible input device handler for the specified text portion in the document in 
fig. 4, fig. 5, and col. 6 line 1 1 - col. 7 line 32. Saunders teaches wherein the correction interface 
determines the responsible handler based on the attached identifier property, and calls the 
responsible handler for correction of the contiguous range of text in fig. 5, and col. 7 lines 1-17. 

Saunders does not teach that a range of text is necessarily reserved only for the input 
device handler which originally enters a specified portion of text into the document. In 
Saunders, the range of text can be released so that access is available to other text input device 
handlers if the attached property identifier has a zero value as is taught by Saunders in col. 6 
lines 55-67. Saunders does not teach that the identifier is necessarily permanently associated 
with a range of text and therefore does not specifically teach a tracking mechanism to track 
initial entry of each specified portion of text by maintaining an association between each handler 
and the specified portion of text it enters into the document. However, Saunders does not teach 
that the ranged portion of text is released by an associated text input device handler when the text 
input device is finished inputting new or updated text. Therefore, the identifier property of 
Saunders could have been permanently associated with a ranged portion of text to track the 
initial entry of each specified portion of text. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time the invention was made to have modified Saunders to have created the 
claimed invention. It would have been obvious and desirable to have maintained the association 
between each handler and the text it enters into the document so that the correction of the text 
would have maintained a continuity of being corrected by the same handler that entered the text. 
This would have facilitated access to the associated portion of text as is taught by the reservation 
system of Saunders in fig. 5 and col. 6 line 39 - col. 7 line 17. 
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Regarding independent claim 9, Saunders teaches entering text into a document owned 
by an application by a handler for an input device, via a common text framework governing 
interaction between the application and the handler for the input device, such that the application 
exposes the document as an abstraction in fig. 1, 4, col. 1 Hnes 55-65 and col. 4 line 59 - col. 5 
line 9. Saunders teaches in fig. 4, fig. 5, and col. 6 line 1 1 - col. 7 line 32 a reservation system 
which defines a ranged portion of text and reserves the portion of text to a particular input device 
handler via a reservation identifier taught in col. 6 lines 55-67. The reservation identifier taught 
by Saunders in col. 6 line 55-67 is an attached property to each identified contiguous range of 
text identifying the single handler for the contiguous range of text. Saunders teaches requesting 
of the common text fi-amework by the application of an identity of a particular input device 
handler associated with a specified text portion in the document in fig. 4, fig. 5, and col. 6 line 1 1 
- col. 7 line 32. Saunders teaches returning by the common text framework to the application 
the identity of the particular handler associated with the specified range of text in fig. 4, fig. 5, 
and col. 6 line 11 - col. 7 line 32. Saunders teaches requesting by the application of correction 
information from the particular handler in fig. 4, fig. 5, and col. 6 line 1 1 - col. 7 line 32. 

Saunders does not teach that a range of text is necessarily reserved only for the input 
device handler which originally enters a specified portion of text into the document. In 
Saunders, the range of text can be released so that access is available to other text input device 
handlers if the attached property identifier has a zero value as is taught by Saunders in col. 6 
lines 55-67. Saunders does not teach that the identifier is necessarily permanently associated 
with a range of text and therefore does not specifically teach a tracking mechanism to track 
initial entry of each specified portion of text by maintaining an association between each handler 
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and the specified portion of text it enters into the document. However, Saunders does not teach 
that the ranged portion of text is released by an associated text input device handler when the text 
input device is finished inputting new or updated text. Therefore, the identifier property of 
Saunders could have been permanently associated with a ranged portion of text to track the 
initial entry of each specified portion of text. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time the invention was made to have modified Saunders to have created the 
claimed invention. It would have been obvious and desirable to have maintained the association 
between each handler and the text it enters into the document so that the correction of the text 
would have maintained a continuity of being corrected by the same handler that entered the text. 
This would have facilitated access to the associated portion of text as is taught by the reservation 
system of Saunders in fig. 5 and col. 6 line 39 - col. 7 line 17. 

Regarding dependent claim 12, Saunders teaches in fig. 4, fig. 5, and col. 6 line 11 - 
col. 7 line 32 a reservation system which defines a ranged portion of text and reserves the portion 
of text to a particular input device handler via a reservation identifier taught in col. 6 lines 55-67. 
The reservation identifier taught by Saunders in col. 6 line 55-67 is an attached property to each 
identified contiguous range of text identifying the single handler for the contiguous range of text. 
Saunders does not teach that a range of text is necessarily reserved only for the input device 
handler which originally enters a specified portion of text into the document. In Saunders, the 
range of text can be released so that access is available to other text input device handlers if the 
attached property identifier has a zero value as is taught by Saunders in col. 6 lines 55-67. 

Saunders does not teach that the identifier is necessarily permanently associated with a 
range of text and therefore does not specifically teach a tracking mechanism to track initial entry 
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of each specified portion of text by maintaining an association between each handler and the 
specified portion of text it enters into the document. However, Saunders does not teach that the 
ranged portion of text is released by an associated text input device handler when the text input 
device is finished inputting new or updated text. Therefore, the identifier property of Saunders 
could have been permanently associated with a ranged portion of text to track the initial entry of 
each specified portion of text. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have modified Saunders to have created the claimed 
invention. It would have been obvious and desirable to have maintained the association between 
each handler and the text it enters into the document so that the correction of the text would have 
maintained a continuity of being corrected by the same handler that entered the text. This would 
have facilitated access to the associated portion of text as is taught by the reservation system of 
Saunders in fig. 5 and col. 6 line 39 - col. 7 line 17. 

Regarding dependent claim 13, Saunders teaches requesting by the application of the 
particular handler to return correction content for the specified text for display by the apphcation 
itself in fig. 4, col. 1 lines 55-65, col. 2 lines 6-16, and col. 6 lines 11-38. Saunders teaches 
returning by the particular handler to the application the correction content for the specified text 
in fig. 4, col. 2 lines 6-51, and col. 6 lines 11-38. 

Regarding dependent claim 14, Saunders teaches displaying by the application of the 
correction content in col. 2 lines 30-51, col. 6 lines 28-38, and col. 7 lines 1-17. 

Regarding dependent claim 15, Saunders teaches an application which manages 
corrections to the specified text itself in col. 2 lines 30-51, col. 6 lines 28-38, and col. 7 lines 1- 
17. • 
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Regarding dependent claim 16, Saunders teaches requesting by the appUcation of a 
particular handler that the particular handler display a correction interface thereof for correction 
of the specified text in fig. 4, fig. 5, col. 1 lines 55-65, col. 2 lines 6-30, and col. 6 line 11 - col. 7 
line 32. Saunders teaches displaying by a particular handler of the correction interface in fig. 4, 
fig. 5, col. 2 lines 6-51, and col. 6 line 1 1 - col. 7 Hne 32. 

Regarding dependent claim 17, Saunders teaches a particular handler which manages 
corrections to the specified text itself in fig. 4, fig. 5, col. 2 lines 6-51, and col. 6 line 1 1 - col. 7 
line 32. 

Regarding dependent claim 18, Saunders teaches requesting by the application of a 
particular handler that the particular handler display a correction interface thereof for correction 
of the specified text in fig. 4, fig. 5, col. 1 lines 55-65, col. 2 lines 6-30, and col. 6 line 1 1 - col. 7 
line 32. Saunders teaches displaying by a particular handler of the correction interface in fig. 4, 
fig. 5, col. 2 lines 6-51, and col. 6 line 1 1 - col. 7 line 32. 

Regarding dependent claim 19, Saunders teaches a particular handler which manages 
corrections to the specified text itself in fig. 4, fig. 5, col. 2 lines 6-51, and col. 6 line 1 1 - col. 7 
line 32. 

Regarding independent claim 20, Saunders teaches entering text into a document 
owned by an applicafion by a handler for an input device, via a common text framework 
governing interaction between the application and the handler for the input device, such that the 
application exposes the document as an abstraction in fig. 1, 4, col. 1 lines 55-65 and col. 4 line 
59 - col. 5 line 9. Saunders teaches in fig. 4, fig. 5, and col. 6 line 1 1 - col. 7 line 32 a 
reservation system which defines a ranged portion of text and reserves the portion of text to a 
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particular input device handler via a reservation identifier taught in col. 6 lines 55-67. The 
reservation identifier taught by Saunders in col. 6 line 55-67 is an attached property to each 
identified contiguous range of text identifying the single handler for the contiguous range of text. 
Saunders teaches requesting of the common text framework by the application of an identity of a 
particular input device handler associated v^ith a specified text portion in the document in fig. 4, 
fig. 5, and col. 6 line 1 1 - col. 7 line 32. Saunders teaches returning by the common text 
framework to the application the identity of the particular handler associated with the specified 
range of text in fig. 4, fig. 5, and col. 6 line 1 1 - col. 7 line 32. Saunders teaches requesting by 
the application program, after initial text processing and after returning of the identity of the 
particular handler, of the particular handler at least one of that the handler return' correction 
content for display by the application itself for the specified text and that the handler display a 
correction interface thereof for correction of the specified text in fig. 4, fig. 5, and col. 6 line 1 1 - 
col. 7 line 32. 

Saunders does not teach that a range of text is necessarily reserved only for the input 
device handler which originally enters a specified portion of text into the document. In 
Saunders, the range of text can be released so that access is available to other text input device 
handlers if the attached property identifier has a zero value as is taught by Saunders in col. 6 
lines 55-67. Saunders does not teach that the identifier is necessarily permanently associated 
with a range of text and therefore does not specifically teach a tracking mechanism to track 
initial entry of each specified portion of text by maintaining an association between each handler 
and the specified portion of text it enters into the document. However, Saunders does not teach 
that the ranged portion of text is released by an associated text input device handler when the text 
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input device is finished inputting new or updated text. Therefore, the identifier property of 
Saunders could have been permanently associated with a ranged portion of text to track the 
initial entry of each specified portion of text. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time the invention was made to have modified Saunders to have created the 
claimed invention. It would have been obvious and desirable to have maintained the association 
between each handler and the text it enters into the document so that the correction of the text 
would have maintained a continuity of being corrected by the same handler that entered the text. 
This would have facilitated access to the associated portion of text as is taught by the reservation 
system of Saunders in fig. 5 and col. 6 line 39 - col. 7 line 17. 



Response to Arguments 
5. Applicant's arguments filed 9/27/2004 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. Regarding Applicant's arguments in pages 7-10 that Saunders fails to teach or 
suggest any type of tracking mechanism or attaching a property to the range of text in order to 
track the source of the text, the Examiner respectfully disagrees. Upon further consideration of 
the teaching of the cited prior art the Examiner has ceased using the reference of Covington to 
teach attaching a property to a range of text in order to provide access to original based on the 
Examiner's improved understanding of this property and its purpose. The Examiner believes 
that Saunders in fact does teach attaching a property to a range of text in col. 6 lines 28-38. 
Saunders teaches in that both an owner and unique identifier properties are attached to the 
selected text range. The Examiner believes this is a mechanism to track an association between a 
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contiguous range of text and a text input device handler. Saunders describes in col. 6 lines 55-67 
how the identifier determines the reservation based on its value. Thus, as long as the identifier is 
maintained as a non-zero value, Saunders maintains an association between a text input device 
handler and the range of text. Therefore, by maintaining the associating identifier between a text 
input device handler and the range of text it enters, the associating mechanism would have then 
been a tracking mechanism as claimed. The Examiner believes the suggestion contained in 
Saunders to use the associating mechanism as tracking mechanism is contained in col. 6 lines 28- 
38. In this passage Saunders teaches that an owner is associated with a range of text. This 
suggests to one of ordinary skill in the art that the text input device handler which originally 
enters the text could be the owner of the text and thus would have had an exclusive association 
with the associated contiguous range of text as in the claimed invention. The association would 
have been maintained through the unique identifier property attached to the associated range of 
text. For these reasons the Examiner believes Saunders teaches attaching a property to a range of 
text and suggests a tracking mechanism based on the taught reservation system. 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Maslov, US 6,466,240 Bl provisional filed 7/8/1998 discloses transforming 
structured text. Froessl, US 5,109,439 patented 4/28/1992 discloses preserving originally 
entered data in order to facilitate text correction in fig. 1, fig. 2, and col. 7 line 63 - col. 8 line 5. 
Isokoski et al., "Quickwriting as a Multi-Device Text Entry Method", published by ACM, 
October 2004, pages 105-108 discloses multi-device text entry. 
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7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier commimications from the 
examiner should be directed to Peter J. Smith whose telephone number is 571-272-4101. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mondays-Fridays 7:00am-3 :30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Heather R. Hemdon can be reached on 571-272-4136. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



PJS 

10/11/2005 




